An improved colloidal iron stain for glomerular sialoproteins.
The thick sialoglycoprotein coat of the glomerular epithelial cells is a part of the glomerular filtration barrier. It can be demonstrated in paraffin histoslogy by means of the colloidal iron procedure. We have studied the special requirements of tissue processing to obtain reproducible results by this staining method. The requirements include proper fixation, avoiding heat during sectioning and ample rehydration. We have further tested a colloidal iron-PAS procedure for simultaneous demonstration of the glomerular epithelial coat and the basement membrane.